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By M. Jorgensen 


THE WEALTHY PAUPER 


poor rich and the rich poor 


ve you not noticed that there 
Dme peop’e, who are rich and 
becoming richer while they 
others poorer? 
-haps you know of some absen- 
andlords, how they are getting 
x while the farm land is get- 
‘poorer and so are the farm 
ings and the rent farmer. 
English current history we 
of an industrialist who accu- 
ited a large fortune, while his 
pyees did not receive a fair 
When the wealthy industrial- 
ed he left al: his fortune to his 
daughter. But this is what the 
hter did: she insisted, this is 
ny money! It belongs to you, 
have worked under my father! 
the large fortune was distrib- 
among all the workers in the 
stry. 

course, there are people who 
rich but make others poorer. 
uile there are people who are 
but make others poor, there 
also people who are poor but 
> others rich. 
orge Washington Carver, the 
-born negro, who became a 
alist, even a genius, in develop- 
he peanut plant, was poor but 
» many rich. He had attractive 
s to teach at wealthy univers- 
but decided to stay among his 
people and to teach at the Tus- 
e Institute. As he remained 
he made others rich. For he 
it the peop'e of the South, the 
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colored people in the first instance, 
to care for the soil and to grow prof- 
itable crops. 

Some of them who are poor but 
make others rich have this ability 
about them because they are follow- 
ers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Of Christ Himself we read: He 
was rich, yet for our sake He made 
Himself poor, so that by His pover- 
ty you might become rich. 

In our text the apostle writes of 
himself: “We are .. . poor, yet mak- 
ing many rich” or as it reads in an- 
other version: “I am... a pauper 
but the means of wealth to many.” 
2aC@or--G 

And what was the nature of the 
wealth, which Paul as a means or 
a channel brought to many? 

It was his view of God: The wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven a- 
gainst al. ungodliness and the grace 
of God is revealed in Christ Jesus! 

It was his all-inspiring vision: 
At the name of Christ Jesus every 
knee shall bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and ev- 
ery tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father. 

It was his way of living. This is 
what he wrote about his manner 


of life: I do not run aimlessly, I do 


not box as beating the air; but I 
pommel my body and subdue it, 
lest after preaching to others I my- 
se f should be disqualified. 

We notice, then, that there are 
two kinds of riches. There is the 
kind which is represented by hold- 
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ings. And there is the kind of rich- 
es which is found in personalities 
and expressed by unselfish leaders 
and consecrated servants of God, 
who are determined to live so as to 
please God and to be forever bless- 
ed in communion with him. These 
are truly the rich poor! 


The secret of making others rich 

How can a pauper be a means or 
a channel of wealth? 

You know what it is to be a pau- 
per. It is a person, who depends on 
charity! 

There are many who depend on 
charity, the charity of society. 

There are others who depend on 
the charity, not of society, but of 
God. 

Paul did not depend on the char- 
ity of society. He was a scholar of 
no small ability. A'so, he must 
have been a very capable tent mak- 
er, a sort of house builder in his day. 

But before God he was a pauper. 
He depended on the charity of God! 
By the grace of God Paul was what 
he was. He was assured that God’s 
grace was sufficient for him. 

Before Paul writes of himself as 
‘a pauper, yet a means of wealth,” 
he wrote: “I appeal to you, too, as 
a worker with God.” 

In Paul’s sin and wretchedness, 
God’s grace was offered and accept- 
ed as a remedy. 

In Paul’s weakness, God’s power 
was made manifest. 

In Paul’s_ poverty, God’s riches 
were overflowing. 

Paul had identified himse f with 
God. God’s cause was Paul’s cause. 
Paul had gone through his Gethse- 
mane, the very place where man’s 

(‘Continued on page 6) 
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News and Notes 


Augustana Again. We refer to an 
article on pages 7-8 by Dr. S. E. Eng- 
strom, which he hopes and requests 
be printed in other Lutheran papers. 
We act on his request, and we natural- 
ly must answer his article, which we 
have done in our editorial pages. We 
also hope that the Lutheran Compan- 
ion of the Augustana Church will print 
our answer to Dr. Engstrom. 


Lincoln, Nebr., Pastor James Olsen. 
A new activity for men is being tried 
at Our SSaviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln during the Lenten season. Be- 
lieving that the men of the church 
need the inspiration and fellowship 
which comes from meeting together, a 
series of five “Lenten Breakfasts for 
Men” were arranged. Breakfast meet- 
ings were planned because experience 
has shown that free evenings are at a 
premium. 

The breakfasts are under the spon- 
sorship of the Board of Deacons and 
are held at the Y. M. C. A. each Mon- 
day during Lent, from 6:30 to 7:30 
a.m. The response has been gratifying 
and it is planned that this will become 
an annual activity. 


The program includes three brief 
talks each morning. Pastor Alvin Pe- 
tersen, Student Pastor at the Universi- 
ty of Nebraska, is speaking on “The 
Meaning of Lent’; ‘Pastor James Olsen, 
local pastor, has as his theme, “Chris- 
tianity, a Man’s Religion,’ and five 
laymen are speaking on “The Chris- 
tian and His Vocation, His Govern- 
ment, His Neighbors, His Home, and 
His Church.” 

A sound system is being installed 
in our church, as a memorial to the 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Peter- 
sen, long-time members of our church. 
Mrs. Petersen passed away December 
5, 1954, her husband preceding her in 
death in 1950. The Lutheran Guild is 
adding the necessary money to memo- 
rial gifts given in memory of Mrs. Pe- 
tersen in order to make this memorial 
possible. 

The Petersen home in Lincoln was 
always open, particularly to students 
at the University and immigrants. 
There are many within our synod who 
remember with fond memories the 
hospitality and friendship of this 
couple. Their prime interest and con- 
cern for over half a century was in 
the church. 
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At the annual meeting it was point- 
ed out that during 1954 our baptized 
membership increased 40%, from 205 
to 288, and our ‘Sunday school enroll- 
ment increased 56%, from 98 to 153. 
or this we are humbly grateful to 
God who has so richly blessed us. Con- 
tributions have also increased during 
the past year. The income for the 
Current Fund (exclusive of subsidies) 
increased from $3,014 to $7,699 and 
for the Benevolent Fund from $924 to 
$1,580. The proposed budget for 1955 
is close to $12,000. It is our aim to be 
self-supporting as far as pastor’s sal- 
ary is concerned, at least by 1957, the 
year of our Diamond Jubilee. 

An Evangelism Committee of five, 
working under the Board of Deacons, 
has now set up a year-round program 
of evangelism for our congregation. 
Two distinct programs are in opera- 
tion. To keep in contact with mem- 
bers of the congregation, the city has 
been divided into nine zones with a 
husband and wife acting as captain. 
‘Besides supervision of their zones, 
these captains are responsible for two 
visitations a year, pre-Lenten and pre- 
Evangelism (Mission in the fall. To 
keep in contact with newcomers and 
non-members, volunteer couples meet 
once a month for a visitation night. A 
pot-luck supper is served at 6:00 p.m., 
followed ‘by instruction and prayer. 
The visitors then go out and return at 
9:30 for a report session. We are con- 
fident that this program of lay visita- 
tion will continue to bear fruit as it 
has in the past. 


Council Reaffirms Stand 
Against U.M.T. 


Protestant and Orthodox churches 
remain firm in their opposition to any 
system of permanent universal mili- 
tary training for the nation’s youth, 
holding it is contrary to the American 
heritage as a free nation under God. 

The 30 cooperating communions of 
the National Council of Churches in 
reiterating this position last week also 
made clear the importance of uphold- 
ing “the hands of the leaders who are 
seeking to reduce tensions among the 
nations.” 'The resolution approved by 
the ‘Council’s policy-making General 
Board in Chicago did not pass judg- 
ment on current proposals now before 
the House Armed Services Committee. 

The UMT resolution reaffirmed ac- 
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1. Attend the special services ij 
your church. 
2. Read the story of Christ’s 
fering during Lent. 

Take a friend along to ch 
during Lent. | 
4, Give your pastor the name 0; 
some unchurched family. 
5. Give a special sacrificial gif} 
to the kingdom of God durin 
Lent. 
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‘Council when other legislation 
under consideration. The ch 
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The opposition has been to pert 
nency of the system of military | 
cruitment, 


Warn Against Haste on 
Indian Citizenship 


The federal government has b} 
urged to heed a “‘go-slow” admonii 
of the churches in facilitating the lt 
anticipated transition of the Amerii 
Indian from status as a ward of | 
government to full citizenship les} 
constitute a “program of aband 
ment.” 


The National Council of Chure 
“deplores the haste with which C 
gress has enacted legislation to ter 
nate federal trusteeship and servi 
for American Indians who instead} 
being a “vanishing race” now n 
ber more than 400,000. Instead it } 
urged planning on a cooperative bz 
of the federal, state and local gove 
ments, the Indians and _ volunti 
agencies. ) 


In urging the action taken by 1 
General Board of the National Cour 
Dr. Purd E. Dietz, chairman of +} 
Division of Home Missions, wart 
that the effect of the hasty action} 
many cases “will be to make the | 
dian a public charge and put him 
the relief rolls of states and lo 
communities. While the churches 
in accord with the government’s hc 
of providing full participation in n 
mal community life for the Indian, | 
do not forget that we have failed ' 
provide the education and means | 
which he could prepare himself | 
such participation.” 
| 


ive old as well as new address. 
8, 1879. 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
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orials and Comments 


The Forward with Christ Appeal a Success 

isited Blair March 8-9. The Home Mission Board was 
g and the Church Council met. We had a chance to 
ith most of these men who came from coast to coast. 
a great experience to meet with them and have them 
aith with us. 

Forward with Christ appeal is already a success be: 
jof their faith. 

visitors will come to you in the name of Christ and 
me and follow me, and our people will, like the dis- 
of old, respond and follow. 

‘us all enter into that spirit, and we shall all rejoice 
aank the Lord. 
| AUGUSTANA AGAIN 

iS. E. Engstrom of the Augustana Lutheran Church: has 
m an article in the Lutheran Companion, March 2nd, 
_in which he pleads for a new review of the present 


: negotiations of the four bodies, the American Lu- 


a Church, the Evangelical Lutheran ‘Church, the Lu- 
Free ‘Church, and the United Evangelical Lutheran 
th. It will be recalled that ‘the Augustana Lutheran 
ih in 1952, after two years of cooperation, decided to 
raw from the present merger movement, unless it was 
mM to all Lutheran bodies of the land. Augustana also 
that the subject of ecumenical relations be discussed. 
(Engstrom does not present anything new in his article, 
we reprint on pages 7-8, so we shall not again go over 
sound which led up to the present merger movement. 
-e simply inquiring into the real reason why Dr. Eng- 
wants the present merger movement reviewed. It is 
on the way, why ask ‘tthe committees to stop and wait 
“w instructions? What is the motive of this plea? 
us be frank. No important new development has taken 
‘in American Lutheranism since 1952. The only reason 
Or. Engstrom can have for wanting the present negoti- 
reviewed, is that he wants the four-way merger to be 
—way merger; in other words he wants Augustana to be 
_ of the merger. It seems to us that this can be the only 
ne motive. But if this is the motive, why all those ir- 
int points in the article? They serve to confuse the 
stana members and other people too. 
Augustana wants to be with us, she only needs to say 
would be happy to see Augustana back with us. All 
stana needs to do—we are, of. course, speaking only 
nally—is to say that she accepts the United Testimony 
ith and Life and then come in and continue on the 
where we are right now. 
se Dr. Engstrom’s article presents nothing new as far 
gustana is concerned, we shall simply say a few things 
sk a few questions. 
Engstrom seems to imply that we four merging bodies 
taken a “holier than thou” attitude towards other Lu- 
4 bodies of the land. We even refrain from talking to 
On the other hand, Augustana has taken the real 
-ian attitude. It is willing to talk to everyone. 
1, we suppose that we are guilty of thinking that our 
s0int of view is the right one. But suppose we look at 
-esent merger plan from the point of view of a couple 
slan to get married. There is no other reason for their 
age than love. They may not be able to tell why they 
love, but they do believe that they are meant for each 
Let it be said right here that this is our viewpoint 
s four-way merger. We do not believe that any other 
er of the Lutheran family is serving God ly trying to 
sre with our wedding plans. We do not believe that 
ne, least of all Augustana, can show ‘Gust cause why 
should not be joined in holy wedlock.” 
may think a great deal of the other bodies. We all 
, great admiration for the United Lutheran Church 
ts roots back into our colonial history. We also have a 
respect for the Synodical Conference, the Missouri 
|, with its clearcut conviction and its driving force. 


But there are so many factors that go into making a suc- 
cessful marriage. There are questions of age, race, back- 
ground, family commitments and many other things. We 
have said it a number of times that we believe that all Lu- 
therans in America, must and will get together someday, but 
it takes time to grow together. We believe very firmly that 
the present merger movement is a step in the direction of 
ultimate Lutheran union in America. 


We admit that we may be wrong in our point of view. But 
is it not possible that Dr. Engstrom can be wrong, that 
Augustana can be wrong? Is it only the four merging bodies 
that can be wrong? 

Dr. Engstrom suggests that we sit down and talk the 
whole problem over again. We may gently ask him what 
right he has to barge in on some lovers who otherwise are 
behaving decently. Does he feel like a member of the family 
who has not been asked about the plans? And why should 
he feel that way? Augustana was invited from the very be- 
ginning. ‘She hesitated, and then she came in and helped us 
formulate the United Testimony. Then she withdrew again. 

We suppose that Dr. Engstrom will say that this was all 
for the good of Lutheranism in America. We do not question 
this motive. But we also have the right to ask Dr. Engstrom, 
if he does not think we are interested in the welfare of Lu- 
theranism in America. 

Dr. Engstrom wants us to sit down and talk some more. 
We did much talking from 1930 till 1950. Some people got 
rather impatient with talk and demanded action. Why is 
this action now wrong? Why return again to the talking 
stage? 

Before we go on, let us state that we agree that we Lu- 
therans must continue to talk. We hope to be able to have 
many friendly and fine talks after the merger is completed. 
In this way we shall grow together. But we ask Dr. Eng- 
strom if he will not admit that it is unrealistic to start to 
talk merger with the other Lutheran bodies right now? 

No matter how ardently Dr. Engstrom may love the Mo. 
Synod and want to marry her, we are rather certain of the 
answer he will receive if and when he pops the question. It 
would not even be fair to ask the Mo. Synod to merge with 
us now. We know her position and her historic development. 
The only ‘good reason, which is a bad one, we could have in 
asking Mo. Synod to join in the present merger negotiations, 
would be to have her refuse. When we know that she is 
compelled to refuse us, would it be right and Christian to 
ask her? 

We are also accused of ignoring the other smaller synods 
in the National Lutheran Council. Well, we started to talk 
merger in 1948, and it was never a secret affair. If there had 
been the slightest interest on the part of these groups, we 
feel that this interest would have been made known to us. 
We believe Dr. Engstrom will admit this. 

Then we come to the United Lutheran Church. Why is 
she not asked to be in the merger? Let us admit that even 
though we love U.L/C.A. very much, and that we have a 
great admiration for her present president, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, she does present certain poblems in the general 
picture of American Lutheranism. These must be solved be- 
fore we can talk merger. Here is one point. We do not have 
pulpit and altar fellowship with the U‘L:C.A. We may have 
selective fellowship, but we do not have full pulpit and altar 
fellowship. 

Here is another point: The U.L.C.A. permits its pastors to 
join the lodges, the four negotiating ‘bodies do not. And 
Augustana has also been opposed officially to have its pas- 
tors join the lodges. We are sure that the U.L.C.A. will 
change this policy someday, but until she does, how can we 
talk merger with her? 

Why does Dr. Engstrom not use his energy in trying to 
convert the other bodies to the point of view of the four 
groups? Why does he want to make it appear that we are 
the culprits and that Augustana and the others are the good 
boys? 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Fifth in a Series of 
Lenten Meditations 


The Fifth Word From the Cross 


“I thirst.” John 19:28 


By DR. PAUL C. NYHOLM 


One of the striking things about the 
Passion Story is that all the Gospel 
writers have told it in such a manly 
way. 

There is not a trace of sickening 
sentimentality, nothing at all of sensa- 
tional style, no attempt whatsoever to 
describe in detail the senseless injus- 

™ tice, the painful torture, the gruesome 
horror. The whole account is reported in an almost 
factual, objective way. Only between the lines one sen- 
ses the grief-stricken astonishment and the deep love 
and sympathy of the authors. 


Most good art is simple. The Passion Story is told with 
great restrain of sentiment but we are far more gripped 
by the Gospel writers’ plain and simple words than we 
ever would be by any flowering eloquence deliberately 
aiming at producing a flow of sympathetic tears. The 
terse yet so tender and touching statements impress us 
deeply. Take for example the brief words in Luke 23:33: 
“And when they came to the place which is called The 
Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals.” 


No descriptive adjectives, no elaboration, not the least 
betrayal of the writer’s feelings! But don’t you sense 
that Luke was deeply moved when he wrote these 
words? And don’t they convey to you that this incredi- 
bly unjust and cruel treatment of the Son of God was 
performed by perfectly pitiless enemies of the Savior of 
all mankind? “They crucified him, and the criminals.” 
They did it in the same perfunctory, indifferent manner 
in which they had crucified so many others, without 
making any distinction! 


In a striking and beautiful way the Gospels reflect the 
spirit of Christ. In Him we see true manliness at its 
best, a completely unselfish love for others. Self-denying 
and self-forgetting sacrifice has so fil'ed His heart that 
there was no room for any self-centeredness or self-pity. 
It is typical that during His severe and protracted agony 
is reported just one brief statement from His lips to in- 
dicate His suffering: “I thirst.” In the original language 
it is only one word. This faint indication is all we have. 
Just a hint that we shall not forget that the Son of God 
was also a true Son of Man. As a human being “who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are” (Hebrews 
4:15 Jesus knew what it is to hunger, as when He went 
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to the fig tree to look for fruit (Matthew 21:18) 
what it is to thirst as when He sat down at Jacob’s 
in Samaria (John 4:5). The hour long stay on the ¢ 
must have caused an extremely painful thirst. 


Yet Jesus had also another and far stronger thirs 
desire to save sinners. It was for this reason He end 


agony, when He had to be deserted even by His heave 
father. 


“Love caused Thine incarnation, 
Love brought Thee down to me; 
Thy thirst for my salvation 

procured my liberty.” 
But only in one sense did His thirst for our salvat 


procure our liberty. the Atonement is complete in sot 
as Christ has “redeemed me, a lost and condemned cl 
ture, secured and delivered from al sins, from deg 
and from the power of the devil, not with silver ; 
gold, but with His holy and precious blood, and with | 
innocent sufferings and death.” 


The gift is already purchased, yet it does not pr} 
you unless you accept it. 7 


His thirst for your salvation must be met by yi 
thirst. You must follow His invitation: “If anyone thi 
let him come to me and drink.” Go all the way. Do } 
only believe you may come. Come! And do not of 
come, take the cup of sa‘vation to your lips, and dri 
A half-hearted acceptance will not quench your thij 
but only increase it. Go all the way and accept His | 
vitation fully. What would it profit to sit down at 
bountifully spread table if you do not partake of w) 
is placed before you? 


Let us during this blessed Lenten Season anew go 
Calvary’s holy mountain and drink freely from the Ii 
giving stream that flows from it. 


He that drinks shall live forever; 
ices soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never 
Break His covenant of blood; 
Signed when our Redeemer died, 
Sealed when He was glorified.” 


response is deep and genuine. His reward is peace @ 
joy beyond comprehension. 
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URCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
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stants Oppose 
ry Reserve Program 


shington, D. C.—Spokesmen for 
stant church groups strongly op- 

the administration’s proposed 
ry reserve program at a hearing 
> a House Armed Services sub- 
1ittee here. 


“y said adoption of the plan 
1 lead to a militaristic atmos- 
-in America. Some of them ques- 
1 its value from the standpoint of 
al defense. 


der the training program, all 
would be required to undertake 
nonths of military service upon 
ing the age of 18. 


2 Protestant delegation was the 
st to appear before a Congres- 
1 hearing here in recent years. It 
Jed representatives of denomi- 
ns, interdenominational agencies 
state councils of churches. 


iong those represented were The 
odist ‘Church, Disciples of Christ, 
ch of the Brethren, National As- 
ion of Evangelicals, Woman’s 
tian ‘Temperance Union, Men- 
e ‘Central Committee and the 
na ‘Council of ‘Churches. 


Charles F. Boss Jr., of Chicago, 
itive secretary of the Methodist 
1 of Peace, told the subcommittee: 


lere is no evidence that universal 
ary training and/or a so-called 
ing or ready reserve will make 
significant contribution to the 
vement of peace. 


.a day of atomic, hydrogen and 
t bombs and  atom-powered 
ss and submarines, we cannot 
to check enemy planes with the 
+t of a summer camp and week- 
trained ‘standing reserve.’ ” 


this supposed necessity for de- 
ing in adolescents a ‘military 
re’ really a sort of brainwash- 
Dr. Boss asked, “designed to 
out the tender teachings of 
ers, Sunday schools, churches and 
s, based on such principles as 
i shalt not kill.’ ” 


House Passes Bill 
strict Hutterites 


rre, S.D—A bill calling for re- 
of the Communal ‘Corporation 
under which colonies of the Hut- 
sect are organized in South Da- 
was passed iby the state Senate 
and sent to the House. 


‘Sen. Roy Hurlbert (R. Raymond), in 
advocating passage of the measure, 
said it would not affect colonies al- 
ready chartered but would check 
further Hutterite colonization. 


He charged that Hutterites “disrupt 
the entire economy of a community 
when they move in.” 


Sen. Ray Barnett (R.-Brookings) 
said he favored curtailing further colo- 
nization by the Hutterites because, as 
conscientious objectors, they refuse to 
“take up arms for their country.” 


When a Hutterite colony climbs to 
more than 100 persons, it customarily 
buys land for the setting up of a new 
community. In this fashion, the hand- 
ful of the sect members who came to 
South Dakota about 1880 have in- 
creased to around 1,500 in 15 colonies in 
the state. 


A recent survey by the Population 
Reference Bureau, a private research 
agency in Washington, D.C., showed 
Hutterites to be the world’s fastest 
growing group with a birthrate of 45.9 
per 1,000 as compared to the national 
average of 14.3. 


Laws directed at the sect have been 
regularly introduced in state legis- 
lative sessions but have either been 
killed by gubernatorial veto or nar- 
10wly missed passage. 


Lawmakers coming from areas 
where Hutterite colonies are located 
contend that the group present school 
and language problems as well as tax- 
ation headaches because the colonies 
are organized as communal com- 
munities. 


Hutterite colonies are completely 
agricultural, but trades and crafts 
vital to farm life are practiced. All 
property within the colonies is held in 
common. 


Hutterites are known for their thrift, 
general prosperity, remarkable farm- 
ing skill and their strict adherence to 
the most extreme simplicity of living. 
But the sect’s beliefs have involved it 
in many difficulties with local govern- 
ments in both the U.S. and Canada. 


Martin Luther Biography 
Sold on News Stands 


New York—A new low-priced, 
paper-bound edition of “Here I \Stand 
—The Life of Martin Luther” by Ro- 
land Bainton has been released for 
sale at news stands as well as book 
stores throughout the country. 
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The new edition of the popular bi- 
ography, which was first published in 
1950, was prompted by the general 
public interest created by the success- 
ful “Martin Luther” film, it was stat- 
ed here by Robert E.A. Lee, executive 
secretary of Lutheran Church Pro- 
ductions. 

The paper-bound Martin Luther bi- 
ography was published by the New 
American Library of World Literature 
following discussions which were in- 
itiated by Dr. Henry Endress, chair- 
man of Lutheran Church Productions 
administrative committee and former 
executive secretary of the agency. 

The author of the biography, Dr. Ro- 
land Bainton, is a professor at Yale 
Divinity ‘School and was one of the 
script consultants for the Martin Lu- 
ther film. 

He is also author of a commentary 
on ‘the film, entitled “Roland Bainton 
Speaks on the Martin Luther Motion 
Picture,” published as a pamphlet by 
Lutheran Church Productions. 

“Here I Stand” was first published 
by the Abington Press, New York- 
Nashville. 


Lutheran Churches Grow 


(Membership in Lutheran Churches 
throughout the world is now estimat- 
ed at more than 75,000,000, Bishop 
Hanns Lilje of Hannover, president of 
the Lutheran World Federation, told 
the agency’s executive committee in 
Vienna. 


He said the ‘Churches had grown 
considerably in recent years. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New 
York, president of the United Luther- 
an Church in America, said that “all 
Churches in the United States appear 
to ‘shave gained considerably in 
strength in recent years, but I believe 
it can ‘be said truthfully that the Lu- 
theran Church is gaining more than 
other confessions.” 


At a press conference, Dr. Fry said 
the number of Lutherans had in- 
creased after the war “especially in 
South America, where the (Church 
managed to free itself from ties to 
European Churches.” 

Immigration from European Luther- 
an countries also aided the growth of 
Lutheranism there, he said. 


EDITORIALS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued from page 3) 

The final point is that of ecumenical 
relations, which means the advisability 
of being a member in the World Coun- 
cil of (Churches and in the National 
‘Council of Churches. 

Dr. Engstrom will no doubt admit 
this is a rather minor point in the 
whole question of Lutheran merger. 
Two of the merging groups have not 
joined the World |Council of ‘Churches. 
As long as they are sovereign bodies 
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we must grant them the right to be 
conscientious objectors. And even 
though most of us are members of the 
World Council of Churches, we are rath- 
er uncertain about the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. Suppose Augustana is 
right in asking that any new church 
of which she is to be a member should 
also be a member of these two organi- 
zations, she would also be right in giv- 
ing the rest of us time to develop this 
view. 

The Joint Union (Committee has only 
wanted to discuss the subject of ecu- 
menical relationship. It did not want 
to make any decision. Even Dr. Eng- 
strom must admit that we never re- 
fused to talk about the problem. It is 
our impression that the committee of 
36 feels that this subject can ‘be dis- 
cussed, but that the new church must 
make the final decision. It seems to us 
this is a fair attitude. Is any other 
attitude fair? 

Of course, Dr. Engstrom may feel so 
keenly about the subject that it should 
be settled ‘before the merger, even 


THE WEALTHY PAUPER 
(Continued from page 1) 


will is submitted to the will of the 
heavenly Father and usually at the 
cost of much anxiety and the sweat 
of blood. 

Hence God’s grace became all suf- 
ficient—God’s power became Paul’s 
to use—God’s riches were chan- 
nel ed through Paul. 

As God blessed Abraham that he 
might be a blessing to many, so God 
enabled Paul to become justified by 
God’s grace, empowered with God’s 
power, enriched with God’s riches 
for the benefit of the others. 

And God shows no partiality. 
What God did for Paul and what 
God did through Paul, God is able 
and God is willing to do for any 
man who is willing to walk God’s 
way. 

The unlimited possibi ities where- 
with God challenged Paul, with the 
same possibility he challenges us. 

This is the situation that man 
faces and this is the choice that man 
must make: Is man—any man— 
willing to work with God? Or does 
he choose to work against God? 

As man says “No” to God and 
God’s ways, man goes on selfishly 
and though rich, he makes others 
poorer. 

As man says “Yes” to God and 
God’s ways, man goes on self-for- 
getfully and though a pauper, he 
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though he now states that “All Augus- 
tana has requested was that ecumeni- 
cal relations should be open for dis- 
cussion at the joint merger committee 
meetings.” Perhaps we should remind 
Dr. Engstrom of the last paragraph 
read to Augustana before she took her 
departure. Jt was this, “That the 
Committee of Twenty-seven give as- 
surance that its agenda will continue 
to be open for all pertinent discussions 
in the preparation for the proposed 
merger, including the subject of ecu- 
imenical relations.” 

We have given Dr. Engstrom what 
lhe wants, why does he then write the 
way he does? 

To be realistic, it seems to us that 
there is no great hurry about deciding 
membership in the W.C.C. or in the 
N.C.C. Suppose it is right that the 
new church should join these organi- 
zations; it certainly will not hinder 
the Kingdom of 'God if the new church 
takes a few years to decide whether to 
join or not. These two organizations 
are not over seven years old. They 


becomes a channel to convey God’s 
riches to others. 


The nature of the riches 

Riches, as we think of them, are 
mainly of two kinds: Some are tan- 
gible and others intangible. 

The tangible riches are passing, 
stolen, corroding, corruptible. 

The intangible riches are perma- 
nent, eternal, stored up in heaven. 

Paul’s riches were not of the kind 
bought and sold on the market 
place. Perhaps Paul’s only material 
holding was the need e he used for 
his tentmaking that he might earn 
his daily keep. 

Paul’s wealth came from God to 
be brought to all men and consisted 
of strong convictions—of insights 
gained—of a way of living. 

And these convictions and in- 
sights and way of living he did 
bring to others. 

He came to Jerusalem (see Acts 
15), the temple city of the Jews and 
insisted: The gospel of Jesus is not 
for the Jews only; it is also for the 
genties. The gospel is for all men. 
Salvation is offered. It is offered to 
all men! But salvation is accepted 
only by those who call upon the 
Lord Jesus! 

He came to Athens (see Acts 17), 
the capital city of the Greeks, the 
very center of philosophical inquiry, 
and preached: The times of ignor- 


will think it natural that a new ¢ 
review its ecumenical relations % 
it is organized, so much the more g/ 
there have been voices pro and CO} 
all four groups of the merging bo} 
In conclusion: To start all over 
exploring the possibility of merge} 
all Lutherans would certainly d) 
the present merger movement. In ¥ 
of what we have said above and | 
in view of the points raised by? 
Engstrom we cannot see that the % 
ation has changed so much that | 
talks would lead us anywhere. | 
finally, we earnestly believe that} 
Lutherans in America will get tog 
er someday. We also believe that 
merger now being planned will, u 
God, be a contribution in that direc’ 
And a final point: 
wants to be with us, let her say sc 
she does not want to be with wu) 
the four-way merger, let her act 
her conviction before God, but let! 
refrain from muddying the wate 
which the Lutheran ship in Amé 
has to sail. 


mands all men everywhere to) 
pent, because he has fixed a day 
which he will judge the word 
righteousness by a man whom 
has appointed, and of this he 
given assurance to all men by 1 
ing him from the dead! 

He came to Rome (see Acts 
the capital of the mighty em 
famous because of military po: 
and just laws. Let Paul come < 
prisoner in chains and under | 
perial guard! Yet, there never 
a man more free. He was free 
fore God! In advance he had ] 
pared his entrance into Rome| 
writing: I am not ashamed of | 
gospel; it is the power of God 
salvation to every one who 
tal thee eee 

Paul considered himself a pau 
among men of his day. God u 
him as a means to make many r 

And this was the wealth ( 
would bring to many through k 
Sa'vation is meant for all men— 
pentance is commanded by God 
all that men may be prepared 
the judgment—the power of ¢ 
through the gospel! 

Are we willing to be consid 
paupers of today? Are we pre 
ed to work with God to bring 
tangible riches to a generation 


fering because of too many té 
bles? | 
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jis not easy to prepare an article on Lutheran unity 
y. The writer has very close and dear friends in 
wy one of the Lutheran bodies, and has been hoping, 
ing, and praying for the day of Lutheran unity on 
el which would serve the cause of Christ most ef- 
| ely. While working toward that goal, we have 
xed together with hundreds of colleagues, pastors, 
friends, especially on the National Lutheran Coun- 
evel, in every phase of the Church’s life. Augustana 
falways been in the position of being tied with close 
of friendship and practice with all the bodies of 
ational Lutheran Council. It is because of that fact 
it is difficult to say that which must be said today 
pout giving offense to some. 


aving this privilege of working with and speaking to 
fps in all the general bodies, and in the last six 
ths, having made a persistent and deliberate at- 
ot to discover the attitude toward our Church, the 
pssity for this article has become apparent. Officials, 
prs, and laymen of severa! bodies have said that this 
y should be told again because it is obvious that the 
ing and intent of Augustana’s resolution has been 
mtionally or carelessly misinterpreted or misunder- 
iM. The fact is that many of our own pastors and lay- 
are not completely aware of our position, and for 
fact our Commission on Ecumenical Relations, of 
+h the writer is a member, must bear some responsi- 


A 
ie shall not here attempt to deal with the under ying 
orical or thelogical aspects of the question of Luther- 
nity in America today. These aspects have been so 
presented by others. By way of introduction, allow 
ito quote directly from one of many conversations I 
2 had recently with men in the four bodies now con- 
plating merger. This conversation took place with a 
inent clergyman in the largest of these bodies at a 
eon meeting. The writer asked this pastor if he 
rstood that Augustana had reso ved that it was “all 
hone,” and he answered, “Yes, at least on the Nation- 
utheran Council level.” He was then asked if he 
understood that we have resolved that membership 
vorld and national ecumenical relations had to be 
-anteed before we would continue with unity dis- 
iions. Again his answer was a positive yes. The third 
:tion directed to him was whether he was aware of 
fact that before the present merger discussion start- 
nis own body had closed the door on all but certain 
neran bodies which might be included even in the 
ussions. In other words, was he aware of the fact 

even three bodies of the National Lutheran Coun- 
much less all other Lutheran bodies of America, 
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AUGUSTANA’S POSITION ON UNITY 


A Plea for Open Discussions 
By S. E. Engstrom 


(Reprinted from The Lutheran Companion) 


were precluded from the privilege of even coming in to 
attend one meeting to see if there could be a common 
ground of discussion. He not only was unaware of that 
fact, but was amazed at it. 

These questions and the answers given form the basis 
for much of the misunderstanding of the Augustana Lu- 
theran Church’s position on Lutheran unity. 


An Earnest Plea 
Our Church is making an earnest plea to those Lu- 
theran bodies now discussing merger, as well as to all 
other Lutheran bodies, that merger discussions should 
not be closed to any Lutheran bodies if such bodies 
would like to come in and explore the possibility of 
merger. For Augustana to continue in merger negoti- 
ations which automaticaly exclude the other bodies of 
the National Lutheran Council and all other Lutheran 
bodies is contrary to our traditions, decisions, and to 

our earnest efforts over many years. 


We found it impossible, for example, to continue in 


' merger negotiations which by previous action excluded 


the United Lutheran (Church, the Danish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and the Suomi Synod; bodies which 
have worked with us so closely in every department of 
the Church’s life, including missions, student service, 
evangelism and education. If we cannot even sit down 
and talk merger with these bodies, then it would appear 
that not on y should these bodies be excluded from 
merger discussions but there should be some very 
definite “backup” in activities already being carried on 
with these bodies. All Augustana has asked is that these 
and other Church bodies be invited or allowed to try to 
find a common ground. The net result may have been 
only five bodies in the ultimate discussions, but at least 
that result would have been reached after open par- 
ticipation and not as a result of closed doors. In the light 
of this statement one can understand the resolutions 
that Augustana Church did adopt unanimously at its 
Des Moines meeting in 1952 which read as fo_lows: 
Resolved that: 


1. We reaffirm our position ‘that our Church 
has always been genuinely interested in every 
move that would promote true unity in the Luther- 
an household of faith.’ Therefore, it is our fervent 
hope and prayer that the present divisions in our 
Lutheran Church may by the grace of God be 
overcome, and that a closer organizational affili- 
ation of all general Lutheran bodies in America 
may soon be effected. 

2. We express our desire to maintain friendly re- 
lations with the bodies of the American Lutheran 
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Conference, and with all other Lutheran general 
bodies in America. 


4. The Augustana Lutheran Church expresses it- 
self as being unwiiling to continue in unity discus- 
sions which are not open to all Lutheran general 
bodies and which do not include the consideration 
of the subject of ecumenical relations. 


5. We instruct our Committee on Lutheran Unity 
to request the other general bodies in the American 
Lutheran Conference and the Joint Union Commit- 
tee to invite all other Lutheran general bodies to 
participate in further negotiations to achieve Lu- 
theran unity and to include in such discussions the 
subject of ecumenical relations. 

The reading of these resolutions introduces the second 
earnest plea which we address to Lutherans considering 
merger. This has to do with our ecumenical witness. 

Pease notice again that Augustana did not say that 
the joint merger committee had to vote favorably re- 
garding ecumenical relations or that the new Church 
would have to adopt this if we were to be interested. 
All Augustana requested was that ecumenical relations 
should be open for discussion at the joint merger com- 
mittee meetings. 

No statements to the contrary can possibly change the 
fact that up to the time Augustana was forced to with- 
draw from the unity discussions the subject of ecumeni- 
cal relations was not on the Agenda for discussion and 
was not permitted to be there. This writer, among 
others, was told on at least two occasions that the dis- 
cussions of ecumenical relations was out of order be- 
cause it had been decided previous to our coming into 
the discussions that this subject would be taken up di- 
rect y by the new Church and not by the joint com- 
mittee. 

Augustana felt and still feels that the subject of ecu- 
menical relations should be on the Agenda of the com- 
mittee discussions along with all the other items, many 
of which were much less important than the subject of 
our ecumenical witness. 


The fact that the joint committee, immediately after 
Augustana’s withdrawal, passed a resolution to the ef- 
fect that “ecumenical relations wil continue to be an 
open item on the Agenda” did not by its “mistake in 
wording” change the fact as it existed before. 

In this matter of ecumenical relations it is a little dif- 
ficult to understand how some of the Lutheran general 
bodies now discussing merger can take part in many of 
the divisions and departments and joint departments of 
the National Council of Churches, for example, even to 
the point of holding important offices in some of them 
and yet find fault with other bodies, such as the United 
Lutheran Church and the Augustana Lutheran Church 
which have been willing to go in on the national and 
international level and help determine the very frame- 
work and procedures of these ecumenical organizations. 
Again it would appear that activities already in progress 
eall for “backing up” on the part of some of these bodies 


ence at the time of dissolution, statements have 
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or else getting in with all their strength and help to 
in the ecumenical witness. 
Whither Augustana Now? 
Much has been said and written about what will f 
pen to Augustana if the present merger should | 
through and if we do not find a “home” elsewhere. | 
Church realizes that there is no danger or disgrace 
remaining just what we are, a national body, dedicg 
to the purpose of bringing Lutheranism together I 
unity discussions on a basis where a1 are invited 
each may decide to go along or not. 
Augustana will still be much stronger than many | 
theran bodies which have made outstanding contr} 
tions in the National Lutheran Council during the | 
two decades. We can continue to maintain the cor 
tent position that we have always maintained and sé€ 


always served. | 
It is a fact that there are those in the Lutheran Chul 
today who rejoice that Augustana will still be in | 
position to continue to sound this note, with deep i 
faithful ties of friendship in all Lutheran bodies. 
haps that wil be our position for a few years to 
If so, under God, that can also be a position of serv 
Perhaps, sometime our outstretched hands will bi} 
some of these groups which have been so close to us| 
gether. | 
We Are Still Trying | 

In the meantime our committee is making another 
deavor to arrange for a “common meeting” of all : 
theran bodies interested to discuss unity. We do 
know who will accept such an invitation but we 
know that it will be extended from very earnest hed 
to all Lutheran bodies and that none will be exclu 
It can now be stated that in March our Commis 
will hold meetings with representatives of five or 
general bodies, including representatives of those r 
discussing merger, trying to find a new common grou 
We are still trying and will continue to do so. God er 
that such meetings may open a way for discussions 
Lutheran unity on a wider level. 
Conclusion 
In concluding this article, there are two other ni 


eee ets which must be corrected. The dino 


It is unforunate that betty Iam happend 
have the leadership of the American Lutheran Conf 


made linking this ending of the Conference with w 
is called our lack of interest in unity. The dissolution 
the American Lutheran Conference had been an 
vious step for many years. For the last few conventii 
it has been difficult to find business matters to prese 
It is particularly significant that when the Amerie 
Lutheran Conference did dissolve it did so in a glori 
spirit of brotherly love. Secondly, it revealed, also m 
significantly, that the great bulk of the programs ¢ 

(Concluded on page 13) 
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pelivered at Eugene, Oregon, By Pastor H. A. Svendsen. 
ere is a difference between law and promise. The prom- 
as given before the law in time, in value, and in the 
1an heart. It is necessary to understand the relationship 
een law and promise, and also between faith and good 
s. This was the main issue in the Reformation. Justifi- 
n by good works was the prevailing idea, however, Lu- 
and the Bible taught justification by faith; good works 
a fruit of faith. 
itter 438 years since Luther, this work-righteous idea still 
jrates the Protestant mind. There is much talk of creat- 
a good character, living by a high moral standard, and 
lle and consciencious action is emphasized. That is very 
}, but the thought behind it all is justification by works. 
it is a soul-destroying error. No man is saved by his 
rality or good character. Man is saved by the grace of 
L through faith. The thief on the cross is a good example, 
ould boast of no good works, and he certainly was not 
nan of good character, yet when he prayed for mercy, 
I saved him. That is the gospel-way of salvation, ac- 
ledgment, repentance and confession of sins, and trust 
he Savior’s merits and promises. 
ire works not necessary then in a Christians life? Yes 
Fed! Not for justification before God, but they are neces- 
fruits of repentance and faith. Let us talk about works 
practical way. Albout 70 years ago three men traveled 
miles over the prairies of Nebraska in order to do good 
cks. They were three Pastors: G. B. (Christiansen, H. Han- 
. and H. Rohe. These men did not do good works to be 
ped, but being saved, they did good works. 
‘heir first meeting was at Dannebrog, Nebraska, and 
wre were present at the meeting two men and a boy. Dis- 
iraged, they returned to S. Johnson’s dugout, the gloom 
fs lifted when Pastor Rohe began to sing: “O, I am blessed 
Il happy, for IT am saved and free, I know that God is my 
her, I know He cares for me.” These men knelt down in 
yer and praise. Another meeting was held, this time with 
»d success. THAT WAS THE BEGINNING OF OUR LU- 
IFRAN SYNOD. 
1884 our Synod was organized with 9 Pastors, 19 con- 
:gations, and 35 preaching places, also 8 Missionaries. To- 
7 the Synod consists of 200 congregations, 50,000 mem- 
rs, and 185 Pastors. It is not a large Synod, but God has 
essed it richly, and in 1956 we hope by merger to become 
oart of a larger Lutheran Church, about 2,000,000 strong. 
1884, Dr. A. M. Andersen, then a young man, climbed 
he top of a hill just West of Blair, Nebraska, there he 
-ed and bowed his head in prayer. The hill was purchased 
a Seminary site. First Dr. Andersen established a Semi- 
-y in his home with four students. In 1886 the old Main 
‘Iding (Dana College and Trinity Seminary) was com- 
sted, There has been a gradual growth in the \Synod since, 
‘education, Home Mission, and Missions abroad. 
“Times have changed, for two generations our work was 
‘ong Danish people, so also with other nationalities: Ger- 
n, Swedish, Norwegian, etc. Now the work has broadened, 
~ause we are all Americans. However, each nationality 
5 a heritage, the heritage of our forefathers has permanent 
‘ue, and we want to transfer it to present and future gen- 
itions. Each group has its own background and develop- 
nt. These groups are becoming merged more and more, 
srefore we all have adopted a wider horizon. We want to 
ng our culture and spiritual strength to the present and 
cure generations. Whatever background, we will unite our 
orts and bring the gospel to all people. 
We have many obligations toward our homes and our local 
arch, but also obligations toward our Synod. The one must 
t be overlooked, the other must not be neglected. We must 
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FAITH AND WORKS 


A FORWARD WITH CHRIST SERMON 


learn that if there were no Synod, there would be no local 
church. 


About five years ago the ELC Synod raised over $2,000,000. 
Just recently the Augustana Synod raised over $2,000,000. 
Our Synod has had many appeals, as have other Synods. 


Goal Result 
1884—900 Conf. M. $ 6.000 $ 7,000 
1693—2,600 Conf. M. 6,000 6,000 
1905— 9,000 9,000 
1916— 11,000 11,000 
1918— 100,000 132,000 
1919— 60,000 68,000 
1920 500,000 340,000 
1941 230,000 I do not have result 


Such was the spirit and faith of our forefathers, we want 
to carry on in the same faith and spirit. God will help us to 
be fair and open-minded and willing to do our part in the 
present progressive enterprise. Our Synod at this time is 
making an appeal for $350,000. Our first reaction may be: “It 
can’t be done.” However, when we think and pray about it, 
learn that the congregation receives no quota, and no defi- 
nite sum is asked for from any individual, then we begin to 
sense that it is a spiritual appeal, and we begin to count our 
blessings and praise God for our Synod and our local church. 
We begin to feel our responsibility, and become more and 
more willing to do what God wants us to do. We can hardly 
justify opposition to this progressive endeavor. The Kingdom 
of God is a good investment. A well-to-do man gave a 
large sum of money to his church-school. The 1929 crash 
came and he became a poor man. This man thanked God for 
saving a part of his wealth by investment in his church. He 
received blessings through young men and women, who had 
been fitted for their life work in their church-school—his 
investment, 


Why should our people give $350,000 to God’s cause at this 
time? To Home-Mission, School-Mission, and Pensions? 


HOME MISSION, $150,000. Home-Mission operates in two 
departments. First, from the current budget, which this year 
is $58,640, and pays salary subsidies, payments on loans, etc. 
Second, Home-Mission operates from Church Extension. At 
present there is about $140,000 in the Church Extension. 
This money comes back after 5-10 years to go out and do 
more mission work. It is estimated that a new congregation 
can be started for about $50,000. It has been the experience 
of Synod that Home-Mission pays in dollars and cents, and 
what is more: Souls are won for Christ. 


SCHOOL-MISSION. Why invest $100,000 in our college 
and seminary in view of the forthcoming merger? Because 
it will aid in securing permanent existence of our only 
school. Dana is the only American Conference four year col- 
lege in Nebraska. To the North, the nearest merger group 
four year college is 175 miles; to the Hast—275 miles; to the 
South—930 miles; and to the West—1800 miles. We must put 
our educational house in order. 


PENSIONS. Why invest $100,000 in the Pension Fund? 
The answer is, in order to provide minimum pension for re- 
tired Pastors, their widows and children. The Pension setup 
needs $100,000 to be on par with the other members of the 
merger group. The sum is needed to insure adequate support 
for the members in need. 

Friends, in reality it is a spiritual appeal, we are trying 
to build the walls of Zion. We want a part in building for 
God. May our Christian faith be manifested in GOOD 
WORKS. 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


“MORE THAN CONQUERORS” 


A meditation written and given 
by Miss Janice Kjos for the morn- 
ing worship service on Youth Sun- 
day, Feb. 20, 1955 for Trinity Lu- 
theran Church near Blooming Prai- 
rie, Minnesota. 


FROM BLOOMING PRAIRIE, 
MINN. 


“Dear Heavenly Father, open our 
hearts to receive the message from 
your Word today. Amen.” 


“Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
distress, or persecution, or famine 
or nakedness, or peril or sword? 
No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him who 
loved us.” Romans 8:35, 37. 

One day a little girl asked her 
Mother this question. “Mommy, are 
Christians happy?” 

Her Mother answered, “Why, yes, 
dear. Why do you ask that?” 

The litte girl then answered, 
“Mommy, please have your heart 
notify your face!” 

Christians should be happy, the 
happiest people in the world, and 
we need to have our heart notify 
our face so we will let others know 
we are happy. 

What does it mean to be a Chris- 
tian? To be a Christian means we 
are made conquerors over sin, death 
and the devil through Christ. Using 
the letters in the name, Christ, we 
can summarize some of the trea- 
sures which we have as conquerors. 

C stands for Conquerors. That’s 
what we are in Christ. Yes, more 
than Conquerors, Paul says. We 
are looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before him en- 
dured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right 


hand of the throne of God.” He- 
brews 12:2. 


H stands for Happiness. This is a 
happiness which only God can give. 
H also stands for Heaven, and there 
we will have comp‘ete and perfect 
happiness. 

R stands for Reedemer. Jesus has 
set us free from sin, in order that 
we might become the slaves of God. 
As His willing slaves, He offers us 
sanctification and eternal life in re- 
turn. 

I stands for Intercession. Christ 
intercedes or prays on our behalf 
before God, the Father. 

S stands for Savior. Christ means 
Savior, and He died on the cross to 
save us from our sins. 

T stands for Trust. A person who 
is drowning in a lake has to have 
trust in the person who comes to 
save him. If he struggles against 
the person who tries to rescue him, 
or attempts to save himself, it only 
makes things worse. He must have 
confidence in the ability of the life- 
guard. It is like that with the trust 
we must have in God. Christ prom- 
ised that “if we confess our Sirsa, 
He wi forgive us.” When we love 
Him, He promises to give us ever- 
lasting life. We can trust Him to 
keep His word. 

In conclusion, I would like to 
show you a card which I received 
from Dar Roa, who was one of our 
teachers at Leadership School last 
summer when I was sent by our 
congregation. On the card you see 
two large letters in bold print. 
These letters are I M. Then under- 
neath in smaller block type, which 
you can’t see too well from a dis- 
tance are the ‘etters, R U and a 
question mark—?, This little card is 
made to wear on your dress or coat. 
It may seem like there is no mean- 
ing to it at first, but it is meant to 
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Luther Leagues Observe Youth Sunday 


“The following excerpts are taken from talks given by leaguers as 
various congregations observed Youth Sunday.” 


perience are within us—a decisio} 
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make others ask you what it meat 
Let me tell you what it means F 
me. For me it means, “I Am ¥ 
Christian.” What does R U sta# 
for? If you ask me that, I will 
the opportunity to ask you 
you a Christian.” I M, R U? “Tag 
a Christian; Are you?” 


am, 


ter of Romans read today. Howevé 
let us refer to the 7th chapter fo: 
moment, for it is in this chapter th) 
Paul tells us that life is a continu 
conflict between good and ev 
Furthermore, he repeats that Chr: 
tians do not escape this confli¢ 
nor do they escape sorrows or pro} 
lems that they woud have to fa 
otherwise if they were not Chri 
tians. As Martin Luther once poin 
ed, out, we are sinners and y} 
justified at the same time. | 

Paul continues in verse 15. “Whi 
I would, that I do not; but what 
hate that I do.” As this verse poin 
out, many of the conflicts we e3 


we must make between good a 
evil. Because of this conflict and be 
cause we are sinners, we Luthe 
Leaguers as well as adults man 
times choose the evil and in doin 
this fall short of the law of God! 
expectations. 

To overcome this and to save 
from death God has sent His Sor 
Jesus Christ, to fulfill the law ; 
our stead and to he"p us in meetin 
our everyday conilicts. Paul, 
chapter 8, mentions many diffieu 
ties hick Christ helps us to oval 
come, such as our own sinful sel 
any sufferings we might have 
weaknesses, and ridicule fc 
Christ’s sake. In verse 26 we se 
that we need help even to pra 
correctly. The Holy Spirit helps 1 
in this. “Likewise the Spirit als 
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eth our infirmities: for we 
ow not what we should pray for 
e ought: but the Spirit itself 
iketh intercession for the saints 
ording to the will of God.” 

With Christ he:ping us we know 
t everything will work together 
good, as we read in verse 28, 
id again in verse 31. If God be for 
who can be against us.” With 
ks divine help that is given us we 
f in all things more than con- 
werors—over our inner conflicts 
bd over all outside evil forces. As 
ul concludes, nothing can sepa- 
e us from the love of God in 
srist Jesus our Lord. 

—Sharon Petersen 
\(Talk given by Sharon Petersen, 
ther Leaguer of Our Saviour’s 
utheran Church, Lincoln, Nebras- 
, at the Youth Service held on 
bruary 20, 1955). 


AIMS OF OUR 
LUTHER LEAGUE 

By Mary Lois Thompson 
e, the members of the Luther 
ague, are glad for this opportuni- 
of appearing before the congre- 
ttion to inform you of what we are 
ning to accomplish. We are thank- 
1 for your support and hope that 
you think of these aims, you will 
.courage youth of the congrega- 
on who are not members of Lu- 
hague to join us in our endeavors. 
Our principal aims in Luther 
mague are to assist in keeping 
sung people faithful to Christ and 
is church; to encourage spiritua. 
fe among the members and to take 
e full responsibilities and duties 
adult membership. Through our 
rograms some of the things we try 

do are: to help Leaguers know 
sey are Christian and find how we 
-n do a better job of being Chris- 
ans; to help Leaguers discern spir- 
al values and make the choices of 
eir lives and activities stem from 
.e foundation and authority of 
tod’s Holy Word; to seek solutions 
our conflicts and gain new appre- 
ation of our faith; to foster a de- 
-e for purity in living through 
nrist; to help us realize that every 
nristian is cal'ed to witness for 
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‘Christ and to help us understand 
what witnessing in Christ involves; 
to show youth how they can serve 
God through the everyday example 
of their lives, and the stewardship 
of their time, money, and talents; 
to help Leaguers apply the Word 
of God and principles of their Chris- 
tian faith to various conflicts en- 
countered in their school and social 
life; to recognize that salvation to- 
morrow can be lost or found by 
what we do today; to challenge 
Leaguers to make the most of every 
opportunity that is theirs and to see 
these years as a preparation toward 
the fulfillment of God’s purpose in 
their lives. 

A real need in any church is 
capable leaders. We help develop 
in Luther League a sense of respon- 
sibility when asked to assume posi- 
tions of leadership. We try to im- 
press upon all Leaguers the impor- 
tance of their carrying out their re- 
sponsibilities in the church. 

Our fellowship in Luther League 
is not only close and enduring, but 
it is a fellowship which faces out- 
ward to the wor_d’s needs. A Chris- 
tian youth organization is not one 
that draws a circle around a few, 
but it is a contagious group of 
young people, mobilized for service 
to march forth into every area of 
life with the Gospel. 

(Talk given by Mary Lois Thompson, 
Luther Leaguer of Our Saviour’s Lu- 


theran (Church, Lincoln, Neb., at the 
Youth Service held on Feb. 20, 1955.) 


FROM SELMA, CALIF. 
Pella Lutheran Church 
A. Husted-Christensen, Pastor 

February 20 being Youth Sunday, 
the evening service at Pella Lu- 
theran church was conducted by 
the Luther League assisted by Pas- 
tor Christensen with the theme, 
“Why Lent?” 

In a setting of yellow daffodils, 
white stock and a gold cross, the 
first part of the program, depicting 
“Flow Lent Came to Be,” was con- 
ducted by Pastor Christensen with 
scripture and readings. A quartet 
composed of the Misses Rita Chris- 
tensen, Janet Hansen, Mary Jane 
Lawson and Bonnie Vahlstrom, 


uBk 


sang, with Mrs. Ralph Jorgensen at 
the piano. 

Part two, “The Purpose of Lent,” 
was enacted during congregational 
singing of “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded,” when Donald Merrell 
and Eric Christensen came forward 
and knelt at the cross. 

Part three, “The Meaning of 
Lent,” emphasized the words UP- 
REACH and OUTREACH, placed 
upon the arms of the cross. As the 
congregation sang “Thy Life Was 
Given for Me” Richard Petersen 
and Leland Jorgensen approached 
the cross with the evening’s offer- 
ing, symbolizing the giving of some- 
thing special for Lent. They knelt, 
then rose and went down into the 
audience where each took the hand 
of another Leaguer, and led him to 
the cross. There the four knelt, the 
first two leaving a second time to 
pass through the audience and 
bring still another two to the cross, 
symbolizing the act of reaching 
those in the church who have drift- 
ed away, ‘and also those outside the 
church. The six young people knelt 
at the cross during a period of si- 
lent prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. 
Participating with Leand Jorgen- 
sen and Richard Petersen were Ron- 
nie Andersen, Galen Clausen, Vic- 
toria Madsen and Marcia Madsen. 
Congregational singing of “Beneath 
the Cross of Jesus” and the bene- 
diction closed the program. Re- 
freshments were served to every- 
one in the social hall after the meet- 
ing, with the young people in charge, 
assisted by two mothers, Mrs. Phil- 
ip Hansen and Mrs. John Andersen. 


FROM POY SIPPI, WIS. 

This youth Sunday talk was pre- 
pared and given by Janice Nipko, 
president of our combined Luther 
League of First Lutheran Church, 
Poy Sippi, and St. John’s Luther 
League at Saxeville. 

YOUTH SUNDAY TALK 

My subject for youth Sunday is 
“We Are More Than Conquerors.” 
The scripture is found in the 8th 
chapter of Romans, the 37th verse, 
and it reads: “No, in all these things 

(Concluded on page 15) 
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BEYOND THIS DAY 
By Kermit Jorgensen 


To see beyond this day, 
Back, into the annals of the past, 
And forward, to the day unborn 
Would give us vision for each task. 


For there are things now lost, 
Which, could we but for a moment 
see, 
Would ‘lift us up, in their own way, 
To see our place, in time to be. 


And could we look beyond, 
To when this day the past will be, 
We’d no doubt smile, and say of it, 
I knew not then, what I now see. 


For days seem all important, 
When we face them separate from 
the rest, 
But when we see 
present 
Future too, they fit in for the best. 


both past and 


I STOOD ALONE 


I stood alone at sunset 
And watched the clouds drift by; 
Each was tinted, shaped and shaded 
By the \Painter of the sky. 
The heavens were a glory 
With their ever-changing scene, 
And the symphony of the color 
Made the landscape calm, serene. 


I stood alone at twilight 

Beside a shadowed lake 
And listened to the music 

That the woodland creatures make, 
The singing of the crickets, 

The whippoorwill’s sweet call, 
And I reveled in God’s presence, 

He who “marks the sparrow’s fall.” 


I stood alone at nightfall 
As the last blush of the day 
Had surrendered to the darkness 
On the hilltops far away— 
And there on the horizon, 
Brilliant as a fabled gem, 
Was the evening star, God’s hand- 
work, 
‘Shining forth its praise to him. 
—G. Kearnie Keegan. 


HIS LOVE—THE TIE 


When Hudson Taylor, the beloved 
founder of the China Inland Mission, 
was staying in the home of a friend on 
one occasion, his host asked him, “But 
are you always conscious of abiding in 
Christ?” 

“While sleeping last night,” replied 
Mr. Taylor, “did I cease to abide in 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 
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your home because I was unconscious 

of the fact? We should never be con- 

scious of not abiding in Christ.” 
—cChristian Digest. 


PRAYER 
By Ruth Margaret Gibbs 


Give me an honest heart, dear Lord, 
A heart to hear Thy Word, 

An ear to listen to Thy voice 
As listening Samuel heard. 


Give me a heart that trusts Thee, 
Lord, 
And lips that, unafraid, 
Will speak to those who know Thee 
not 
As Naaman’s little maid. 


Give me a heart to praise Thee, Lord, 
Like David, shepherd-boy, 
Singing across the lonely hills 
His inner songs of joy. 
—The Teacher. 


GOOD ADVICE 


The young father, pushing a baby 
carriage, seemed quite unperturbed 
by the wails emerging from it. 

“Rasy now, Albert,’ he said quietly, 
“control yourself. Keep calm.” 

Another howl rang out. 

“Now, now, Albert,” murmured the 
parent. “Keep your temper.” 

A young mother passing by remark- 
ed. “I must congratulate you! You 
know just how to speak to babies— 
calmly, gently.” She patted the young- 
ster on the head and cooed, ‘What’s 
bothering you, Albert?” 

“No, no,” cried the father, “his name 
is Johnny. I’m Albert.” 


—American Weekly. 


IN THE QUIET 
By T. Moore Atkinson 


In the quiet of the moments 
We devote to worship God 
Comes the peace that passes know- 
ledge 
Where old restless doubtings trod. 
We relax the tangled tensions 
Of the ‘hours of fret and fear, 
And we know the warming presence 
Of the God who’s always near. 
As we bow in deep devotion 
In the quiet ways of prayer 
For the far and hungry-hearted, 
He is here—and he is there, 
So we come before him often 
When our hearts are anxious, sad; 
And we never leave that hour 
But our hearts are strangely glad. 


—Home Life. 
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THINGS WE ASK 


If we would ask anything “in 
Name of Jesus,” we must first be suy 
that we are in that Name—our life bf 
ing hid in his life, cur name in ! 
Name. Then, let us be sure that wihj 
we ask, we ask for his sake, and t 1) 
it is something he would ask for us} 
he were actually standing in our sted 
and making our petitions for us! 

Coming thus to the Father, we con} 
in the Name, the spirit and the iki 
ness of his Son; and the Father wi 
hear and answer us, because we al 
representatives of his Son, enwrail 
ped by and dwelling within his vewW 
self as the supreme Representative 
the Father. —H. Clay Trumbull. 


cc 


"TIS REDEMPTION’S SWEET SONG 


| 
A melody touched the strings of m 
soul 
Vibrating on paths to my heart 
So softly it gloriously stole 
Through my frame until it was pa 


A song of redemption—infinite joy} 
And an air of triumph and peace 
It is so imbedded none can destroy | 
And harmony never shall cease! 


A hymn of salvation—a hymn 

praise | 

An anthem of utmost delight ; 

A tune that shall follow all throug 
my days 

And keep me in God’s precious sigh 

—Selected. 


A gypsy family had just depar 
from near the vicar’s home and ha’ 
left a dead donkey partly coverec¢ 
The vicar wrote to the council abou 
the donkey. They responded, rathe 
facetiously, saying that it was th 
vicar’s duty to bury the dead. 

The vicar replied that he knew tha: 
but he just wanted to let the ord 
know. | 

— 

A theological student was sent on 
Sunday to supply a vacant pulpit in 
certain town. Later, he received 
copy of the weekly paper from tha 
town in which this item appeareé¢ 
“Rev. So-and-so, of the senior class ¢ 
Yale Seminary, supplied the pulpit ¢ 
the Congregational church last Sun 
day, and the church will now b 
closed for repairs.” 


Wife: “Didn’t I hear the cloc 
strike 2 as you came in last night?” 

Husband: “Yes, dear. Tt started t 
strike 10, but I stopped it to keep j 
from waking you up.” 
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| AUGUSTANA’S POSITION 
ON UNITY 
(Continued from page 8) 


ities of the American Lutheran 
ference had already been taken 
by the National Lutheran Coun- 
or larger Lutheran agencies. There- 
, as far as activities are concerned, 
steps toward Lutheran unity have 
many years embraced a_ larger 
le than the American Lutheran 
iference. 


it 


Lugustana showed her consistency 
mn through the years by her desire 
venlarge the membership of the 
berican Lutheran Conference. If this 
n had succeeded (and it missed do- 
so by only a small number of votes 
sa few occasions), the history of 
perican Lutheranism today might 
‘e been different. 


ine more point of clarification be- 
= we close this article. In the Chris- 
s Century of December 1, 1954, in 
corial correspondence, dealing with 
very successful Lutheran Free 'Con- 
ence which followed the American 
lheran Conference, this statement is 
fle: ‘Meanwhile there are equal 
rssures from the laity below. The 
ee Conference itself was rumored to 
sa result of such lay pressure from 
hin the Augustana ‘Lutheran 
mirch.” The writer of the statement 
ed an amazing lack of knowledge 
tthe developments leading up to this 
-heran (Free Conference. Rather 
any pressure whatever, either lay 
bclerical, from any source for the be- 
ming of the Lutheran Free ‘Confer- 
e, the Free Conference was but the 
lization of a dream of many years 
ading. We tried various ways to get 
started, including a meeting of the 
ssidents of all ‘Lutheran bodies in 
serica. Failing to find a way through 
-cial channels the writer was author- 
to arrange for such a conference 
the Executive Committee of the 
aerican Lutheran Conference, if he 
shed to and if he found it possible to 
so. 


“he Free (Conference was arranged 
H the attendance and interest at that 
nference revealed that there are 
ire pastors and laymen interested in 
al Lutheran unity than many Church 
icials as such had ever realized be- 
ie. Yes, there is pressure for Luther- 
(Continued on page 15) 
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GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
[INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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CURIOSITY...continually pushing back the curtai 
of ignorance so that man may progress swiftl: 
toward better living...then... now... TOMORRO\ 


“Curiosity is one of the permanent and certain 
characteristics of a vigorous mind.” 
— Samuel Johnson — 


SEER ERR SR ee 


utheran schools, colleges, and hospitals use men whose work it is to seek 
truth. They may be chemists and technicians in laboratories or social 

ww’ scientists testing new opinions and theories in the classroom. Pe 

A modern life insurance Home Office like Lutheran Mutual's is not with- 
out its scientists, too. The actuary, the medical director, and the accounting 
and financial experts are among those employees whose work has developed 
into a science. - 

This development has but one aim... to make certain the greatest possible 
security for you and yours through Lutheran Mutual Life Insurance. 


© Jathera te esse oma 


HOME OFFICE + WAVERLY, IOWA 
Mow con | make certain of funds for » » » mx » ® OC fomily security 


Name Age 0 edvcation 


Street OD retirement 


City State 1 mortgage payment 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mer. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
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Chil- 

Total dren’s 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Racnivedaliiomes 
Total synodical budget $256,668.60 
Previously acknowledged 


Fund Fund 


Hyattsville, Md., Mrs. Chris Thomsen of Bethel Luth. 

Nebr., in memory of her husband, Chris Thomsen ... 
Cushing, Wis., Cush'nge Loyal Workers in memory of Mrs. Charlotte Pe- 

terson, St. Croix Falls and Mrs. Marie Olson, Cushing, $2 each 
Beresford, S. D., Mr. and Mrs. Chris Olsen 
Northgate, N. D., Community Luth. S. S., Northgate, N. D. 
Milwaukee, Wis., Kingo Luth. Church 


School General Home 


14750.10|83300.00|25000.00|58646.50|7550.00/1542.00|65880. 
aneeon rare ars 93|55912.36/15562.83|41054.93|6170.28|1299. 46)39417, zi 


Indian Utah si 
Mission Mission Mission Fun 


Reedley, Calif., 


Engholm, 
Royal, Ia., B 
Eugene, Ore., 
Eugene, Ore., 
Eugene, Ore., 


Ebenezer Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. M. C. Jensen- 


Pasadena, Calif. 
ethlehem Luth. Church 
Pastor and Mrs. 
Bethesda Luth. Church in memory of J. P. Jensen 
Bethesda Luth. Church 


H. A. Svendsen of Emmaus Luth. 


Church 


Sioux City, 


Saxeville, Wis., 


Ia., Our Savior’s Ev. Luth. Church 
St. John’s Luth. §S. S. 


Oaks, Okla., Ebenezer Luth. Church _............ 
Green Bay, Wiis., Bethel Ev. Luth. Church ... 
Waupaca, Wis., Trinity Bye Bitte CNUrch yc. cc cececscctaaee ss cna navecceaetmesengs oo atnes «eeae 


Blair, Nebr., 
telsen 


Castro Valley, Calif., 


Mr. and Mrs. Clifford K. Hansen in memory of Martin Ber- 


Faith Luth. Church 


Elk Horn, Ia., Mrs. Anna Olsen of Our Savior’s Luth. Church, Council 
Bluffs, in memory of her sister-in-law Mrs. John Olsen, La eee a 
MANE a pic te eat tee os ca eto ae ee seins ac eee A cneeiee Masten et ve wos ee anes ane oe atiakicracactacctes amass eu enemeseal 


Moorhead, Minn., Mrs. Othilia Hauge in memory of Pastor Peder Hauge. } 


Luck, Wis., 
Luck, Wis., 

Monica, Cali 
Selma, Cal'f., 
Winnipeg, Man., 
Kennard, Nebr., 
Ringsted, Ia., 
Staplehurst, Nebr., 

telsen, Blair, 
Staplehurst, Nebr. 
McNabb, IIil., 
Hussar, Alberta, 
Fresno, Calif., G 
Easton, Calif., 


the Willi ng Workers in memory of Mrs. 
a group of friends in memory, of Harold Karlberg, 


Pella Luth. Church 


Emmaus Luth. 


Immanuel Luth. Church 


Belle Williams 


if 


Canada, Ansgar Luth. Chu 


Doreas Ladies |\Aid of KEmmaus Luth. Church . 
St. 


Paul’s Luth. Willing Workers 
Our Savior’s Luth. Church in memory of Martin Ber- 
Nebr. 
Our Savior’s Luth. Chureh 
Ss. S. 
Can., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
race Luth. Church 


TOTAL 


178622.11 


16589.30|56742. 35/15956.! $2|41802.93|6197. 38/1304. ALES: 


) 


South 
Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission 


SPECIAL MISSIONS 


Budget for 1954-1955 


|(16000.00|15500.00}10000.00/15000.00| 


L.W.A. Gen. Fk 
Jewish China N.LC. Foreig 
Mission Mission S.S.C. Missior 


|40815.00} 
373.0 


Previously acknowledged Aarrascrrreoses ess rd fees 12]|138927.06| 9977.37]12427.40|13912.23|1243.94| 228.26] 1154.86| 
Toronto, Ont., Can., the Bible Class of St. Ansgar Luth. Church | jeorreni tl 
for support OL CACO mi Tate mS UCAm tlel@s cece eee esqece seers 40.00: 
Westbrook, Me., Trinity Luth. S. S. 58.51 
Westbrook, Me., Trinity Luth. Church 6.50: 
Jacksonville, Tae a group of friends from Bethlehem Luth. | a 
Church for Dr. Winther’s work in Japan as he sees fit ...... 10.00; 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mary Jacobsen for Parkijuli of the Santal Mis-|......... | |, 
SLOW Fe See ee Rte d ee te Sen ec ee OTE netics aso aate cemeimco pene M Gas onae oeke s 40.00 
Elk Horn, Ia., Lo‘s Arlene Jensen for Parkijuli of the Santal]|..........| 
Mission in memory of grandparents, the J. P. Jensens at lt 
Luck, Wis., and H. P. Hansen, Northfield, Minn. .................. 20.00! 
Elk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. Clarence Jensen for Parkijuli | ............. 
of the Santal Mission. $40 in memory of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Jensen, Luck, Wis., and $40 in memory of H. P. Hansen, 
Northfield, Minn. Divvaiaecnusiicat erates 80.00 
Erom aan Sunnamedy Given enter eet neta: 400.00: 
Green Bay, W-s., Bethel Ev. Luth. Church 8.00 
Olivia, Minn., Dr. and Mrs. R. B. Pierce in memory of Chris sretsil 
LepSeneo Minden MNCs ht eee cl tetra scree meee tee recente ee eee oee 5.00! 
CeodarValiss Tae Cre Be Mia dS eripirrca th cet coctectcsensanancetnastaeansckansreactees 25.00 
Moorhead, Minn., Mrs. Othilia Hauge in memory of Pastor Pe- 
(GIN Getic BENS I aM Pee WN Ran Ri ARE NCES Pea a Sea 8 Re nD ae 5.00! 
PN svelzciky IN(jois” Weta ake Aidt LOM eel — Less aed aascdotenaondasehnooseovoenh. eosbécont ber 80.40 
ilk Horn, la., the Men’s Club of Elk Horn Luth. Church, for | o 
LS ArT) UT eee GLees SeLILUCL) LSS] Olam eeeetee eres ateeneteantaeeeieditee eae 93.00) 
Eik Horn, Ia., ‘n memory of Henry Carlsen for Parkijuli: the | Boe 
words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted to save space: Pastor and |............ | 
Mrs. Jensen $3, Walter Nelsen 50c, Chris Iversen, Chris L. SAS 
Christensen, Henry Aagaard, Viggo Rasmussen, John HE. : 
Lange, Arnold Andersen, Jess Lange, Miss Anna Lange ... 11.50] 
lowa. (District. (WAMES:: ..pc.8--0- 6 SR eevee ee eee tee tae 1.80 
Coulter, Ia., Helping Hand Society 10.00 
Elk Horn, Ia., Danish Ladies Aid 10.00 
Albert Lea, Minn., Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid for printing Bible | 
SUCH OSS Bee etite ots eas sieichict See nrnw Sued duntanicncolls oe oece eee ee aE eee ee 20.00! 
Piedmont, Calif., MettestAaskov </c.Ga..cce meek b eeeeea ee eae 10.00 
Fremont Bluffs, Nebr., Trinity Luth. S. S. for Mrs. Inadomi’s | : 
(Sheen Sis gh a PRA JF oc 8 0 es Oe ec aA eR GF rac 9c chan i oouctnabinduoenGadnaseroccecs 7 5.80 Ree ee 
EPS OMA a LOMO ycceemtaesetcs. <ckaayettecetescis cick ee eee eee 300.00 1009. 00 100.00 
EO vaso Dim WilssmmeirsteeU th. Church |i... 0e. ee mean ne eee 23.50}, . 
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AUGUSTANA’S POSITION 
ON UNITY 
(Continued from page 13) 
ity but it is pressure for unity 
sions that are not limited by 
ious selection, but which will at 
give opportunity for all Luther- 
o talk it over and then let each 
ich body decide, after the discus- 
, Whether they can go along or not. 
erefore, it is our conviction that 
Augustana Lutheran Church by 
ition, by relationships with other 
neran ‘bodies, by jconsistency of ac- 
| thas a right to address this earnest 
to all Lutheran bodies. “Let’s at 
+ open the doors wide for unlimited 
ssion so that those groups which 
mand should get together, may have 
pportunity to do so.” 


R LEAGUES OBSERVE 
YOUTH SUNDAY 
(Continued from page 11) 


are more than conquerors through 
who loved us.” 
many of us have tried to con- 
something but found it in vain? 
be it was a math problem, or a 
cetball game, or even trying to 
a friend. This is very annoying 
sometimes as the case may be also 
sless, 
that does conquer really mean? 
dictionary definition states it as 
ming the victory. Paul says that 
lare to do more than win a victory, 
that is by winning it through 
and love in our ‘Lord Jesus 
ist. 
love conquers all. The _ glorious 
age which is the same for each 
eration and for all people is this: 
is love and love can conquer all. 
ve would open our hearts today, 
- would ibe filled with a peace that 
treater than all worldly struggle 
our lives would be filled with 
*s of praise and adoration to the 
rs of kings. 
oday is a day of hope. God’s flove 
‘reater and stronger than hatred 
revenge. The (Christian believer 
ods high above the troubles of the 
Id. Every follower of 'God’s is sure 
Mbecome more than a conqueror. 
“wing this there is no need to fear 
soutcome of life, but we must dedi- 
our lives to Him and His Chris- 
world. 


se world is sorely in need of a 
yuering force of good over evil, 
ice over injustice, and love over 
. The soldiers of Christ are des- 
1 to bear the banner of love. When 
love of Christ has taken over the 
ld, there will be everlasting peace. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


It is also possible through faith to 
be in partnership with one who has 
the power to lead us through all 
earth’s difficulties into the glorious 
land of forever with God. 

The story is told of a Christian 
woman who loved to live. She was al- 
‘ways happy and in good health. After 
a number of years she became ill. 


It was found that she had only a 
few months in which to live. She 
suffered much during this time, but 
one day as the pastor came to see her 
she gripped his hand and said, “Pastor, 
tell the people next Sunday that I 
still believe in God.” 


Outward circumstances would have 
caused this woman to become nothing 
but ‘bitter. But deep inward spiritual 
strength and faith gave her the ca- 
pacity to march triumphantly into the 
house of many mansions. She knew 
God had the power to give her eter- 
nal life. She trusted Him and her 
faith was rewarded. 


So with God and His Son Jesus 
Christ, cur confidence is greatly val- 
ued. It is our trust that He wants. 
‘His word says, “Cast not away there- 
fore your confidence which hath great 
recompense of reward.” In John 5:4 
we read, “This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. 
If we trust in the Lord the devil can- 
not do a thing with us. We are lifted 
above the world where he cannot 
reach us. 

There is always room in this world 
for people who live and work squarely 
and honestly. If our rule book is God’s 
Word and if our pattern is God’s way 
of life then we can be certain that we 
will be conquerors. As Christians we 
must believe that right is stronger 
than wrong and that life can be a suc- 
cess. 

God and you are unconquerable. 
You do not have to be afraid to face 
the future, no matter what it might 
bring. There is always hope and as- 
surance of victory if you walk hand in 
hand with Him, going His way. You 
will continue to make mistakes. There 
will be some ugly blotches on the 
record, but there will also be His re- 
deeming grace to grant you forgive- 
ness. 

Another very important factor in 
‘winning the victory is by overcoming 
temptations. 

Some years ago a group of men 
spent a few weeks in a famous resort 
in the Canadian Rockies. One day 
they thought they would climb one of 
the foothills so as to gain a better 
view of the highest peaks and the 
beautiful scenery that surrounded the 
whole mountain range. It was a bit 
more of a climb than they had ex- 
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pected. As they were about half way 
up the hillside they met another party 
of vacationers coming down. In pass- 
ing one of the men said, “Is the climb 
worth while?” Without the slightest 
hesitation the answer came from one 
of the other party, “Yes, Sir! Every- 
thing above this level is worth while.” 


People who are willing to climb 
above the many earthly troubles and 
temptations will find a life filled with 
strength and power greater than any- 
one could ever imagine. But you must 
venture to the mountain tops of Chris- 
tian living. You must make a com- 
mitment to ‘Christ to follow Him every 
step of the way. Otherwise you will 
ibe led down the crooked pathways of 
life which bring worry and dissatis- 
faction. 


Did you ever see a river which 
flowed in a straight line? Probably 
not, because rivers from their very 
source wind back and forth as they 
travel across the countryside through 
the earth and through the valleys sur- 
rounded by hills. Your life will wind 
through the valleys of temptations 
and defeat if you always choose to 
take the easiest way. But the road 
that Christ leads you upon, though 
difficult at times to travel, will bring 
you to victory, for you will have a 
true friend at your side who will go 
with you. 

Remember, that for the ‘Christian 
the Victor’s crown is greater than all 
the silver and gold in the world. The 
winner’s reward is an eternity spent 
in God’s house meeting the Master 
face to face and living in the riches 
of God’s love. 

You may choose, accept or reject it. 
But if you claim it for your own you 
come into possession of the richest gift 
you will ever know. The Cross is our 
symbol of Victory. We need never 
know fear if we trust in it. 

iS. D. Gorden has expressed the 
thought of conquering in the following 
lines: 


I dare not be defeated 

Since Christ, my conquering King, 
‘Has called me to the battle 
Which He did surely win; 

Come, Lord, and give me courage 
Thy conquering Spirit give, 
(Make me an overcomer, 

In power within me live. 


? 


I dare not tbe defeated, 

Just at the set of sun, 

When Jesus waits to whisper, 
“Well done, beloved, well done!” 
‘Come, Lord, bend from the glory 
On me Thy Spirit cast, 

Make me an overcomer 

A victor to the last. 


CATHERINE MARSHALL'S 


great best seller 


AWian Called Peter } 


The inspiring biography 
of a great man of God. 


Bibles-Testaments 


THE PERFECT GIFT FOR THE 
CONFIRMANT 


Why not give a Bible or Testa- 
ment as a lasting gift! A wide 
selection to chose from. 
Wonderful also for Sunday 
schools to give each member 
of the class. Write for quanti- 
ty prices. 


ORDER TODAY 


DO OID OOO Db bt bt 
M Lutheran Publishing House x 
200 S. Fifth Street * 
x Blair, Nebraska * 
B= Please send me the following: x 
mm —My Spiritual Diazy * 
ye —A Man Called Peter tr 
ye —Bbe Informat'on 
¥ —Conrirmation Cards * 
—2394 —10A8851 * 
x —10A8944 —10A 6238 * 
% —15H5503 —15H6428 * 
a4 
xy I enclose $ c.0.D.— Charge— wi 
¥ ANJEWO RSS Bapaceetercococno SOce Dee e eee ER EE PRs sosscor * 
¥ * 
yh INGOT ESS) Semenerctien er ieer<vetishe tet feaeseeeee ae 
ag Pri do toe, * 
Mo rerereteressscecsetestanunaiesnestcnnnnsee a 
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ry Dale Evans Rogers 


MY SPIRITUAL DIARY 


The beloved author of Angel Unaware invites you to share 
the inmost secrets of her soul—the true story of her long, hard 
journey in seeking out a faith to live by. Along the way, you 
will meet others in the limelight, step behind the scenes at 
Madison Square Garden and at various TV studios, and 
visit Dale and Roy Rogers’ Hollywood home. Most important, 
you will be inspired by the way Dale Evans truly lives her faith 
and reflects it to others wherever she aoes. $2.00 


Order your copy today! 


CONFIRMATION GREETING CARDS 


A BLESSED CONFIRMATION 


Confirmation folders with lovely floral designs in 
color. Appropriate poem and selected Bible verse in e 
folder. With envelope. Size 54% x4% inches. (G-38) 


No. 2394—5ec each 


No. 2394 


CONFIRMATION FOLDERS 
New and beautifully tinted designs that convey your best 
wishes on a day that will be long cherished in the heart 
and mind of the recipient. With Scripture texts. 
Each folder features special embellishments. Envelope 
furnished. Order by number. (W-90) 
19 Cent Folders—Size 4%x5% in. 


No. 10A8851—A Gift for your Confir- 
mation (Money Gift Folder) 


No. 1948944—On Your Confirmation 
Day 


No, 10A6238—A Confirmation Prayer 
for You 


15 Cent Folders—Size 5 x 6 in. 


No. 15H5503—On Your Confirmation 
Day 


No. 15E6428—For Your Confirmation No. 10A8944 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street Blair, Nebraska 


